
Church
Developing Ecclesiology

C&MA Statement of Faith
The Church consists of all those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, are redeemed through His
blood, and are born again of the Holy Spirit. Christ is the Head of the Body, the Church, which
has been commissioned by Him to go into all the world as a witness, preaching the gospel to all
nations. The local church is a body of believers in Christ who are joined together for the worship
of God, for edification through the Word of God, for prayer, fellowship, the proclamation of the
gospel, and observance of the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

Definitions -
● Ecclesiology - a theology as applied to the nature and structure of the Christian Church.
● Ecumenism - a movement or principle of promoting unity among the world’s Christian’s

churches

Major Topics for discussion -
● DNA/Mission (Gen. 1)

○ Image bearers (v. 26-27)
○ The blessing to fill the earth with God’s image (v. 28)

● Mission in the New Testament
○ Being sent (John 17:13-18)
○ The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20)
○ Transformed into his image (1 Cor. 3:18)

● Church vs. church
○ The universal Church
○ The local church

Projected Schedule:
Aug. 7th - Define terms/exploring ecclesiology
Aug. 14th - The Local church
Aug. 28 - Stay on Mission (in the local community and to the ends of the earth)



Discussion #1
Exploring Ecclesiology

Major terms:
Ecclesiology
Ecumenism
Mission
DNA
Universal Church
Local church

Context for Ecumenical Councils:
Jerusalem (Acts 15) - circumcision of gentiles
Nicea 325 - Nicene Creed & Bible canon
Chalcedon 451 - Christology
The Great Schism 1054 - the separation of the Church in the East and West
The Protestant Reformation 1500 - separation from the Catholic (Western) church
Feudal Europe to pilgrims migrating to America
Lausanne 1974
Our current association —

● First Hmong Alliance Church
● Hmong District of the C&MA
● C&MA
● National Association of Evangelicals

Question #1
What Bible passage do you use to help you understand what the Church is?

Question #2
Can we explain each of our church traditions?

Question #3
What are some things that divide the Church?



Discussion #2
The Local church

New term:
Homogeneous Unit Principle (HUP) - Donald A. McGavran & Peter Wagner - even after
becoming Christians, people preference to join churches whose members look, talk, and
act like themselves.

Is there a need for the local church?
● There is complete diversity in the Universal Church (Revelation 7:9-10).
● Local and contemporary contexts matter to the perfection of the whole Church (Hebrews

11:40).
● A City on a hill cannot be hidden (Matthew 5:14).
● The disciples’ relation to the world will be a difficult one (John 15:18-25).

Question #1
Who is a part of the church?

Question #2
Why do we need a local church?

Question #3
How can FHAC relearn our mission?



Discussion #3
Staying on Mission

New term:
Syncretism - merging different beliefs, cultures and schools of thought.

The Kingdom of God
● The King
● Servant leadership
● Model citizen
● A better country (Hebrews 11:15-16)

Historical overview of outreach strategies
● The Apostles - missionary trips and church planting
● The early church & family networks
● Institutionalization of Church
● Pope Gregory the Great: local idols and the dangers of syncretism
● Crusades
● Colonization and western expansion
● American marketing/branding/celebrity personalities
● Humanitarian aid

Question #1
What does the mission of the local church have to do with the Kingdom of God?

Question #2
Are we all using everyone’s spiritual gifts?

Question #3
How do we reach the world?


